Fatal Epstein-Barr virus-associated lymphoproliferative disorder following treatment with a novel mTOR inhibitor for relapsed chronic lymphocytic leukemia leukemia cells.
We report on a patient with relapsed chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) treated with the novel mTOR inhibitor RAD001 within a phase II clinical trial. Although the patient initially responded to therapy, RAD001 was discontinued after 32 weeks due to progression and fludarabine-based chemotherapy was started. The patient subsequently developed a rapidly fatal Epstein-Barr-virus-associated lymphoproliferative disorder, clonally unrelated to the CLL. The clinical course suggests caution when using newer immunosuppressive drugs for treatment of CLL, especially in the context of additional purine analog therapy.